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Ma.ilaclo^ Johnson (Attn. Ms. Komblut) 

•VOI/PA Office 
Civil Division 
Department of Justice 
'/aaftkigton, D.C. 20530 

Dear Ms. Johnson. 

w J7« ° t .*T t 29 ^ »«*■ 

m •***™*u*> <«* force and the fact that no records ««*,„. to tt 

”* ^T"*' to ” * M ' a * u ~ ion -* «*» «* «*» «; ao^ 

rsasomolo presumptions I address below. " 

It to not now poo ibto for no to .fete tho scorch necessary to locate what I tovo 

to 2i 1 ” aiaa -* *—»* kbw .«« . put 

- to the Ooportnont tho appeal, office te probably Hb. Pallia Hubboli thero con 

W ,'T T" "* “ ith * “““* 0f •" «•»*** «** «4 after Md 

l! th ° sr * 1 ®” 104 * ta “ <** I »U1 ate th aenieh « oroi 

^ ou & copy or copios. 

Hr. an MM la Wo „arch for tho ». indicated i« jour letter, ho warded 
«o ttek >«*».“ the Bqmtenf. words, as a forwl etaootao. It was not. It was, 

*■' < ’™ 1 “* “*”»»' «"P''Uiol«d. I tew about it wtwwwh but v 

then had no pro*. that it was rowded as a teak force or called that. 

M the «d of I960 and in early 1*9, when Jte (terns™, w Ktotrtot Attorney 
” lu “ l **“ 10 “‘“htedten. »•».. for certain leoorde and other 

thte® ror use in M. owe. {Mtofan T . fflOTfflm frier to the tearing before then 
“'® > hnrleo lalleck, there was a certain onount of dleenohontosnt within tho Civil 
-Vlelon. Ac cost 1 now reenter what then cone to nj attention ftoe the Civil 
aide, thro entoted around the ettetteB records on the autopsy M tho or . ^ 

° T*" •”*“ U “°" 1 “ d “ « report that had been kept 

secret ty the Department, which convoked tho panel, new. believe w when 1 scy that 

no competent la„or who „ inparttel can toad and cnalyo, that «„,1 report without tho 
deepest concern end apprehension,,. I would ptofor not to to «*. ^ ^ U( ,tify- 
-ns »y souroo, but believe so. it wa. an "Insldo" source, in „ posit on to to*,. One 
think that X teoeber Is a Department espodltlcn to the office of th, iicnlend state 
■ooical Examiner, Dr. Fisher, who had boon panel chairman. As I recall, am M „ 
a weekend. He more or less whipped th© doubtors into ranks again. 

Carl Bardley handled that matter, assisted by Irving Jaffa and others whoso names 
1 do not new recall. (They shored officeo.) Kaybo Pa«d Andewon was involve... 1 (Mnk 
Sue should be asked. I think a secretary was named Mrs. Cavacini. 

Defense of the Garrison suit was only one function oi' the task foroe. but those 



not Inct^isidorable efforts w ere, clearly, Civil Division functions* Tlic records of 
the cited litigation should provide more leads. 

1 think another lawyer involved^ was Joseph Hannon* 

Hr* She a was looking for a formal structure and a formal report, although I 
told him I did not expect there was either* If ho looked for what did not exist, 
naturally, he would not find it# 

This was an infoxmal unit, of iaeaah..ra from different components , wiiose friction 
was to defend the official conclusions about tiie ascasoiiiation* 

In ids wilting after he loft the White House, John P* Roche, who Iiad boon L&J'a 
intellectual in i^oaidonce, took crec&t for some if uot all of these factions being 
assigned to the Department* 

I have read a great number of pages of pertinent Deportment records and 1 assure 
you tiiat there never was any eonside ration of anyt Mug asked, stated or su^ested by 
any concerned oibiaion or Member of the Congrjas* ‘Iter© was boiloxplc^cxi nonresponse, 
with l^espoiisibility for making it at various time divided between and shifted, between 
various components* 

One of the problems today is this history, of ixdT^dbdxity and total refusal 
to consider anything otnor than vho official f, lino. ! ‘ 

Th&se ere records of considerable historical interest and importance now* Perhaps 
there is now no embarrassment over the manner in which the function was handled* The 
function, it Is clear, was d fending t)do offielao line* 

I do not mean that no such attitude exists today, for it does, but not with tho 
idrntical information# 

All oi* tho records generated are not in the records * have been . provided* It 
appears to to probable, I think, fnat where they mx**. filed U>oy v&re filed, under a 
different subject and ’chat the members of this informal group kept additional copies, 
more or less as ticklers, in anticipation of future needs. Sven after rotirofAijat 
of Mr. Mardloy and others the needs continued, for tine official account of the crime 
still is not credited by vory -uauy concerned people, t&thout au j siardfostation of any 
official willingness to consider any of the substantial infoimation that was always 
availaiLlo to officialdom* 

I’d appreciate it if you could make an additioxial search after making inquiries 
of those who night have sojno knowledge and night not be unwilling fof tho records to 
be disclosed* 

Sincerely, 



Harold tfoisberg 



